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“Are You Qualified?”      Text – Mark 9:30-41       OT Reading – Numbers 11 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
You sometimes ready stories about those who claim to be some sort of professional person who actually do not have the qualifications.  I have read about doctors and pilots, for example, who were not qualified doctors and pilots!  
Well, it wasn’t that long ago that we considered Mark 8:34 where Jesus spoke to the disciples about the genuine discipleship.  
You may remember that we spoke about ‘solid-timber disciples’ and ‘veneer disciples.’  ‘Solid-timber disciples’ are those who deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow Jesus.
Well, the passage before us today says more about the qualifications of genuine discipleship.  As Jesus interacts with His disciples, we see the wrong attitudes in them and we hear about the right attitudes from Him.   
And what Jesus says to them goes for all those who seek to be His disciples.  So as we think about these qualifications or attitudes, each one of us should ask, Am I qualified?  Do I display the attitudes that Jesus demands here of His disciples?  
And the qualifications or attitudes described here are two in number: There is the servant attitude and the tolerant attitude.  So let’s consider each in turn.  
I mentioned a moment ago that this is the second time that Jesus speaks about genuine discipleship.  The first was in 8:34.  And it is interesting to note that just before He spoke about genuine discipleship for the first time, He made His first declaration about what must happen to Him.  In 8:31, He said He had to suffer many things, be rejected by the leaders, be killed, and then rise again on the third day.  And now, just before Jesus speaks about genuine discipleship for the second time, He makes His second declaration about what must happen to Him.  He tells that He will be betrayed and killed and then rise again.  
Now, do you boys and girls remember what happened after Jesus’ first declaration about what must happen to Him?  The disciples didn’t like what they were hearing.  It didn’t fit with their expectations of what should happen to Jesus.  And so, Peter rebuked Jesus but was then rebuked by Jesus, who said, “Get behind me, Satan”!  So, it is hardly surprising then that after this declaration, with the disciples still confused about what Jesus is saying, that they are too afraid to ask Him about it!
Well, Jesus is now heading to Jerusalem and His appointment with Calvary.  We have discovered Who He is – He is the Christ, and we have been introduced to what He must do as the Christ.  We have seen Jesus transfigured on the mountain, where we saw a glimpse of His resurrection and ascension power.  We then saw the kingdom struggle between Jesus and the devil as this stubborn spirit was driven out of a boy after the disciples had failed to do so.  
And now, as we see from vv30-31, Jesus is in Galilee and He is alone with His disciples and eager to make use of this time to teach them and to prepare them for what is about to happen.  So He declares for the second time, as we observed a moment ago, what must happen to Him.  
1. And a short while later they arrive in Capernaum, which was kind of headquarters for their time up in Galilee.  And Jesus asks the disciples what they have been arguing about.  Now, you will recall that the transfiguration of Jesus was very recent.  And we were told that He took just Peter, James and John up the mountain with Him.  So we know how this argument would have gone.  
a. You boys and girls can probably remember times when just you have gone with Mum or Dad somewhere; not your brothers or sisters, but just you.  
i. And when that happens, it can cause a reflex action.  It is like the patellar reflex on your knee.  You see, when you tap that spot, your knee jerks, automatically.  But when you get treated in a special way that your brothers and sisters do not, that affects the na-na-na-naa-na reflex.  Right?  So if Dad took us to a sports game, for instance, when we get back, we will say to our brother or sister, na-na-na-naa-na – I went to the game and you did not.  
ii. Now, when we get older and smarter, we drop the na-na-na-naa-na, but that reflex is still very strong.  We still like to be important and to be preferred over others.  
iii. So we can imagine Peter, James and John claiming to be the greatest of the twelve, because, after all, who did Jesus take up the mountain but them?!  But when you think about it, who did Jesus call as the first disciple?  Peter.  And who was the one who first acknowledged Jesus as the Christ?  Peter.  And to which disciple did Jesus say, “On this rock I will build my church”?  Peter.  So we can imagine Peter adding these points into the discussion.  But you know that the other disciples would not take this lying down.  Oh really?!  Well, while you were swanning about up on the mountain, we were down here healing people and driving out demons, which is what Jesus told us to do!  Oh, says Peter, You mean like that evil spirit just the other day?  Let me see now; if memory serves, YOU COULDN’T DRIVE IT OUT!  
b. And even though none of this is recorded, we know this is exactly how it would have gone down, because we have all been in such an argument ourselves.  It is pride and jealousy and a vindictive and selfish spirit all rolled up into one, and it is in each one of us and it is awful when it is given free reign.  
c. And of course, there is that much more heat in an argument like this when there is prestige or reward at stake.  These disciples still don’t understand what Jesus is saying about dying.  They still think that He is about to be established as the new king of Israel.  So they are jockeying for places of power when that happens.
2. But in their hearts they know this is not right, so they cannot even bring themselves to tell Jesus what they have been arguing about, as we see in v34.  But He knows.  So Jesus gathers them around Himself and He says, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very least, and the servant of all.”  
a. Later on in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus criticizes the teachers of the law saying that “they like to walk around in flowing robes and be greeted in the marketplaces, and have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honour at banquets.”  
i. Cultural commentators of this time tell us that “at all points in worship, in administration of justice, at meals, in all dealings, there constantly arose the question of who was greater, and estimating the honor due to each was a task which had constantly to be fulfilled and was felt very important.”  
ii. But what Jesus says here cuts right across that way of thinking.  The natural human instinct is to be first and to the front and on top and to dominate, but Jesus calls His people to lowliness and service.
iii. In vv30-32, Jesus has just told them the pathway to glory and reward that He must walk – it is by betrayal and being killed.  
A. In Philippians 2:5-11, we have one of the most beautiful passages in all Scripture.  And it is beautiful because it describes the servant heart of the Lord Jesus.  We read that He left the glory of heaven behind to come to earth, and taking to Himself a human nature, “He made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant … He humbled Himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross.”  
B. And what are those who wish to be His disciples told in that passage?  “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.”  
1) Like Him, you are to be foot-washers.  
2) Like Him, you are to be a cheek-turner. 
3) Like Him, you are to be one who is prepared to endure injustice.
a) Boys and girls, do you think Mary needed to put Jesus’ name on a duties roster to make Him do stuff around the home?  And when Jesus and His classmates arrived at the synagogue for catechism, who straight away got busy getting the tables and chairs and study books ready for the class, without being asked to, and even if He did it last week, while everyone else did nothing!?
b) Brothers and sisters, is there any service that you can offer to your fellow Christians?  Is there any kindness that you can do to them, to help them and to promote their well-being?  
i) You have probably heard about the Christian soldier who loved to hum hymn tunes to himself as he waited for sleep to come.  Well, after a long day of hiking in the mud, one of his fellow soldiers didn’t appreciate this, so he picked up his muddy boots and threw them at the Christian soldier, telling him to “Shut up!”  And the next morning, his boots were at the foot of his bunk, all cleaned and spit-polished!  Are you one who works hard at being an other-focused servant?
3. Well, Jesus then reinforces the point with a visual parable.  He takes a child in His arms and says, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”
a. In the last two verses, Jesus has used the word diakonos and paidion, or servant and child.  And if you were to rank the members of a household, these two were at the very bottom.  You had the master of the house, way up here, and children and servants, way down there.  If a family was to arrive home and someone was to offer to make everyone a drink, would that person be the father?  The master of the house?  No way!  After all, what was the point of having children or servants if they couldn’t be put to work?  But Jesus takes a child in His arms and calls on His disciples to welcome these little children in His name.  
b. And we have seen Jesus touch lepers, already.  So with His references to servants and children, Jesus has in view all those who society does not really value and all the work that no one really wants to do.  
i. The uncle of Joanna Couperus recently retired from many years of service as a chaplain to the intellectually disabled community.  And it has been hard to find a replacement.  Why?  Well, it is not a very glamourous ministry.  It is not as ‘cool’ as being a youth pastor in some large city church and having lots of those youth as your Facebook friends and Twitter followers, is it?  
ii. And every church needs those, for example, who take the babysit toys home to thoroughly wash them every now and then, or who just come to the church for a couple of hours, and pull out some weeds or wash the windows.  And again, it is unseen work that you don’t read about in the bulletin.  
iii. But, look what Jesus says here: Those who are servants of all, who put themselves last, shall be first!  And whoever welcomes the world’s ‘children’ and who does the work that is unwanted, welcomes Jesus and the Father!  Don’t those promises and rewards sound worth striving for?  
Well, that is the servant attitude of genuine discipleship.  But Jesus next describes the tolerant attitude of genuine discipleship in vv38-41.
1. John alerts Jesus to the fact that someone who is not one of the twelve has been driving out demons in Jesus’ name.  Now, was this a good thing for this man to be doing?  Absolutely.  Demon possession is a horrible condition.  Was this man doing this work with confidence in the power of the name of Jesus?  Absolutely.  We have seen in the story before this one that the power of Jesus was intimately tied to faith in Him.  But he was not one of the twelve.  He had not heard everything that Jesus had taught the twelve.  He did not have the specific commission that Jesus had given the twelve.  And so, John and the others had unsuccessfully tried to get the man to stop.  
a. And there are very obvious echoes here of the passage we read earlier in Numbers 11.  70 men had been appointed and anointed to assist Moses in his work.  They were called to the tabernacle and there the Lord took of the Spirit on Moses and put it on them and they prophesied that one time.  But two of the 70, for whatever reason, did not go to the tabernacle.  Eldad and Medad stayed in the camp but the Spirit still came upon them and they prophesied.  And Joshua was horrified!  He told Moses about this expecting Moses to shut them up.  But Moses rebuked Joshua for his over eager zeal, wishing instead that all the Lord’s people might prophesy.  
i. Now, this is a fascinating story because of its context.  Leviticus through Deuteronomy are full of laws and stipulations for Israel that they were to keep to the absolute letter.  
ii. You boys and girls perhaps remember Nadab and Abihu who tried to offer fire to God that He had not commanded.  And they were destroyed by fire on the spot.  
iii. But here are two men who aren’t in the place where they are supposed to be.  Yet, Moses is glad for what they are doing.  It seems out of keeping with everything else we read in the law books.  
iv. The key to understanding Moses’ attitude, however, is that these two men were not doing something in and of themselves.  Perhaps they had simply not heard the call to go to the tabernacle.  But they were part of the 70.  And the Spirit rested on them and caused them to prophesy where they were.  Unlike Nadab and Abihu, this was the Spirit of God at work.  
b. And so it is with the man in our text.  This man was not one of the twelve, but this man believed in that the power of the name of Jesus could bring healing and deliverance to those who were in dire need and who believed in the name of Jesus.  And that is the work of the Spirit of God.  
2. So Jesus says, “Do not stop Him.  No one who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, for whoever is not against us is for us.  I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward.”
a. Now congregation, I have called the attitude described here by Jesus a tolerant attitude.  And it is sad that the word tolerant has become a tainted word in our culture.  To be tolerant today means to condone any and every form of deviant behaviour – to not judge anyone.  Well, Jesus is the most tolerant person that ever lived.  And perhaps that is best seen in the story of when the Pharisees brought to Jesus a woman caught in adultery to see whether or not He would condemn her.  And what did He say to them?  “Let He who is without sin cast the first stone.”  But word of the Jesus Christ is very plain about that which pleases the Lord and that which does not and He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
b. The attitude that Jesus criticizes here is the attitude that says God-glorifying good can only be done by those of my denomination or who are 5 point Calvinists or who hold to the Presbyterian form of church government or whatever system or theology I think is most biblical.  
i. J. C. Ryle says, “We may think our fellow Christians mistaken in some points.  We may fancy that more would be done for Christ, if they would join us, and if all worked in the same way.  We may see many evils arising from religious dissensions and divisions – but all this must not prevent us rejoicing if the works of the devil are destroyed and souls are saved.  Is our neighbour warring against Satan?  Is he really trying to labour for Christ?  This is the grand question.  Better a thousand times that the work should be done by other hands than not done at all.”  
ii. Indeed, remember that the Apostle Paul even rejoiced that the name of Christ was being preached with false motives, as we read in Philippians 1!  
c. So does this mean then that church membership is unimportant and that doctrinal faithfulness does not matter?  Not at all!  What it does require of us, however, is a loving tolerance to others who minister in the name of Jesus.  The Spirit of God would have us ask ourselves, Is my attitude exclusive, narrow, and clubbish?  Or do I rejoice, always, when the name of Christ is preached and glorified?  Am I qualified, according to Jesus?
3. Genuine discipleship, according to Jesus, requires a servant attitude and a tolerant attitude.  In connection with the servant attitude, our closing question was: Don’t the promises and rewards that Jesus speaks sound worth striving for?  
a. Well, in connection with a tolerant attitude, Jesus says, “Anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward.”  
i. There is a roster of duties in the bulletin: church cleaning, host family, flowers, crèche, serve coffee.  
ii. There are other duties that we know about and many that we don’t.  
iii. There are things done to those here who belong to Christ and those out there who belong to Christ.  
iv. Believer, you do them because of what God has done for you in Jesus Christ.  But Jesus is very plain here.  Your works of kindness, done in His name, shall have their reward.  Do we not serve a gracious Saviour?  Amen.  
